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184.^-6 in the Treaty of 1856. Measures, I doubt hot, have been re-----tained or adapted in harmony with a part at least of the
^T. 56-9 principles thus avowed, but how far they are realities in practice how far they have been followed up by others of similar tendency, and in what degree the Christian governments, each or all, have continued to urge the progressive movement, I cannot say. Their friendly stimulant, though of course to be applied with judgment, can rarely be found superfluous, and at times they may be reasonably and justly employed for purposes useful to Turkey itself and recognized as such by the Turkish Government with that degree of authority which ensures compliance. At one period by the influence of mere persuasion I obtained from the existing Grand Vezir a promise that domestic slavery should be abolished throughout his sovereign's dominions, and his reservation of Arabia from the immediate operation of the measure encouraged me to believe that his intention was sincere. Not that the policy was as clear as the justice of such a change in the manners of the nation, and, setting aside the broad principle of right, important considerations not excluding those of humanity might perhaps be pleaded in favour of a practice no longer tolerated in any part of Christendom. Far is it from my notions to recommend any system of bullying, when we have to press reforms required by its own interests on any foreign country in friendly connexion with ours. But Turkey stands in a very exceptional position towards us. Her independence is constantly threatened ; her means of resistance are weak; and we have not only spent our treasure, and shed the blood of our soldiers in her defence, but we have pledged our faith to repeat the sacrifice whenever her independence is vitally imperilled. Surely in these circumstances there dwells not only a right but a duty entitling and impelling our government to see that the pledges given by the Sultan be fully redeemed, and that all reforms accepted by him, and deemed essential to the recovery of his empire's strength, be faithfully, continuously, and practically, carried out.'